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The latest astronomical view in that t.lio universe i* finite. II. 
hits boundaries tnvisihlo to annscn Imt conceived by mutlicmutieiuns, 

( iom'UI \ l n \ will (|, ail with measurements and | >ror In i i n l-lml tlm 
mmoise in m I lie form ol an egg. Thai, in wliaf tlm ancient Poem 
declared. .Hrahmamla, tlm egg of Brahma, waa tlm nnivor nmod. 

Wo already see iho attempt on tlm part of certain religious 
dogmatists ol putting tlm area. tor of tlm universe, which ia now said by 
science to be finite, outside of it. Thai, is accepting half tlm truth anil 
niamiluotuiing a lie out ol it. I he universe is (mite m the sense that, 
our body is finite ; it is made up of matter which is indestructible, 
i.<\, immortal. Science is looking out for primordial matter whose 
existence is not only suspected Imt felt ; the ancients knew of tlm 
nature of Kvnbhnvul, the plastic essence of matter. 

The universe is finite it has a beginning and an end ; hut 
Svabhavnt, the formative, vital, lile principle has neither beginning 
nor end. In the ocean of primordial stuff, universes swim like 
fishes. Hear an ancient text:- 

All around this Itrahniaiala ( Kgg of Itrivlana, i.e., a solar systoai) 
there blaze iallaito inilliiais of lirahmaadas; enuli lias its own shall (or 
envelope ; each self with its spharo) four Taood, live faoad, sueai'ssively 
up to a thousand-faood portions of Narayana, ia whom Kajogiina is 
prodomiaaat, each the uafolder of one world system, eaoh its presiding 
deity. Aspoots of Narayana, nailed Vishnu and MTalieshvara, ia whom 
Sattva and Tamogunas predominate, also aro there, performing the work 
of preservation and destruction, of sustaining and regenerating. These 
Hralunandas swim like shoals of lislies in the Oaean of K.xisUinne ; tliOHO 
Bralunandas blow up and burst like bubbles on the face of the Deop 
that over is. 

Prabhftvu, and pralaya, tlm emergence and disintegration of any 
given universe, aro recognized in tlm ancient science and arc beginning 
to bo recognized in the modern. In tlm laboratory of space globes, 
systems and cosmoses come to life, persist and porisli like a human 
body. Thus periods of birth and death arise and the law governing 
them was and is known among Thoosophists as the Law of Cycles. 
The Greek Kuklos and tlm Hindu Yuga tell us of this. Cycles wore 
represented by circles and wheels ol lile. Among the ancient occult ists 
one branch of higher mathematics dealt with cycles, and so it is among 
thoir modern heirs. 

The occultists, the students of the hidden mysteries of the universe 
who have mastered nature, i.c., the workings ol the plastic essence o 
matter or Svabhavat, taught in symbol and emblem. Masses o 
mankind learnt by rote, often without intellectual understanding, and 
were impressed by such teachings ; and even in this dark hard eye e or 
Kali Yngft, Iron Age, they instinctively feel and intuitively respond 
'to the old-world experiences. Thus in India the dance of tm opis 
around tlm Solar God, Krishna, represents the circling of the Aodmc. 
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